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be dismissed, guided them, it is true, to a region
unoccupied by Englishmen but not to one un-
known or poorly esteemed. The miseries that con-
fronted the Pilgrims during their first year in
Plymouth colony were not due to the inhospi-
tality of the region, but to the time of year when
they landed upon it; and insufficiently provisioned
as they were before they left England, it is little
wonder that suffering and death should have
accompanied their first experience with a New
England winter.

This little group of men and women landed on
territory that had been granted to the New Eng-
land Council and they themselves had neither
patent for their land nor royal authority to set
up a government. But some form of government
was absolutely necessary. Before starting from
Southampton, they had followed Robinson's in-
structions to choose a governor and assistants
for each ship "to order the people by the way";
and now that they were at the end of their long
voyage, the men of the company met in the cabin
of the May flower y and drew up a covenant in ac-
cordance with which they combined themselves to-
gether into a body politic for their better ordering
and preservation. This compact, signed by forty-